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DRAFT MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2009 MEETING 

Attendance:

Members and Alternates 







Monica Backmon, Prince William County

Tom Ballou, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Tom Biesiadny, Fairfax County

Randy Carroll, Maryland Department of the Environment

Austina Casey, District Department of Transportation

Jessica Daniels, District Department of the Environment

Bhesh Dhamala, Fairfax County Department of Health


Del. Adam Ebbin, Virginia General Assembly
Hon. Jay Fisette, Arlington County

Hon. Nancy Floreen, Montgomery County

Pat Haddon, Calvert County

Maurice Keys, District Department of Transportation

Hon. Leta Mach, City of Greenbelt

Hon. Andrea McGimsey, Loudoun County

Hon. Phil Mendelson, District of Columbia

Peter Owen, Air Quality Public Advisory Committee

Bob Owolabi, Fairfax County

Pam Parker, Montgomery County Department of Environment

Hon. Redella Pepper, City of Alexandria

Howard Simons, Maryland Department of Transportation

Hon. Linda Smyth, Fairfax County

Hon. Dave Snyder, City of Falls Church

Kanti Srikanth, Virginia Department of Transportation

Staff:

Mike Clifford, COG/DTP
Jen Desimone, COG/DEP

Jeff King, COG/DEP

Ron Kirby, COG/DTP

Sunil Kumar, COG/DEP

Erin Morrow, COG/DTP


Joan Rohlfs, COG/DEP 

Daivamani Sivasailam, COG/DTP

Harriet West, Clean Air Partners

1.  Call to Order, Public Comment Period, Approval of Minutes, Announcements

Chair Mendelson called the meeting to order at 12:10.  The meeting minutes of June 24, 2009 were approved with no changes.  

2.  Committee Reports 

Report of the Technical Advisory Committee

Tom Ballou reported on the recent meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee.   The TAC met on September 8 by teleconference.  EPA reports that it intends to approve the Rate of Progress portion of the 8-hour ozone SIP by late November/early December.  EPA will propose an adequacy finding for the Rate of Progress (ROP) motor vehicle emissions budgets for 2008.  The Attainment Demonstration cannot be approved until Virginia and Maryland complete pending regulatory commitments.  EPA also intends to take action on the fine particle SIP and associated mobile budgets even though the region is currently not required to submit a SIP due to EPA's approval of the Clean Data Request. Other issues addressed at the meeting included consideration of a comment letter on EPA's proposed phase 2 of a Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS-2); an interagency task force addressing the transition to EPA's new MOVES model; EPA's proposal to establish a new more stringent NAAQS for NO2; and the ozone season update.
Report of the Air Quality Public Advisory Committee

Peter Owen reported on the recent meeting of the Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC).  The AQPAC heard a report on the ozone season and members were pleased that the preliminary data indicate that there were fewer days with poor air quality, due in part to both favorable weather and installation of new control measures.  AQPAC also considered issues related to EPA's proposed action on the NO2 NAAQS and received an update on activities of the Climate, Energy and Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC).
Report of the Clean Air Partners

Harriet West provided the Clean Air Partners report.  The Clean Air Pledge was launched in May 2009 and will continue through Earth Day 2010.  The goal is to reduce 13 million pounds of greenhouse gas emission through voluntary residential energy conservation efforts.  To take the pledge, go to the Clean Air Partners web site (www.cleanairpartners.net) and sign up to receive AirAlerts (the daily air quality forecasts), then take the “Change the World, Start with ENERGY STAR” pledge.  

Clean Air Partners hosted a delegation from the Chinese Province of Jiangxi whose representatives were here to learn about environmental programs in the United States as part of an Ecological System Protection and Sustainable Development Study Mission.  
Traffic to the Clean Air Partners web site and the number of new AirAlerts participants was not as robust this past summer as it has been in recent years.  This is most likely due to the relatively good air quality this season.  
COG staff (Jen Desimone) and the marketing consultant have been working with WUSA Channel 9 to include air quality forecast information on the station’s Weather Page and Living Green Page.  
Clean Air Partners has expanded its outreach efforts to include social media.  Become a fan on Facebook (search for Clean Air Partners) and follow us on Twitter (http://twitter.com/cleanairpartner). 

The 2009 public awareness campaign included a combination of radio and transit ads.  The radio promotion ran over a five-week period (late-June through late-July) on nine top stations in the Baltimore and Washington regions and included numerous on-line and live promotions conducted by the participating stations on behalf of Clean Air Partners. 

The summer outreach program was very successful.  Rebecca Davis, Education Program Manager, and summer intern Michael Youngblood gave 25 presentations over a nine-week period (mid-June to mid-August).  To date, more than 2,900 young people have benefited from the air quality curriculum and outreach programs (1,310 from the District of Columbia, 1,050 from Maryland, and 550 from Virginia).  

One new application for the aqueous parts washer rebate program was received from Prince George’s County Fleet Services in June 2009, bringing the total number of rebates to 9 (5 auto maintenance facilities, 3 print shops, and 1 bike shop).  The rebate program is being phased out in FY 2010 and no new applications are being accepted.  

3.  Draft Comment Letter on NO2 Standard 
Joan Rohlfs discussed EPA's proposed action on the NAAQS for NO2.  EPA is proposing to establish a new more stringent NAAQS for NO2.  EPA is considering changing the form of the standard from an annual standard to a 1-hour standard that would be more protective of public health.  EPA is considering a range of 1-hour levels from 80-100 ppb, and as low as 65 ppb to as high as 150 ppb.  EPA is also proposing a road side monitoring requirement.  Ms. Rohlfs presented a draft comment letter for consideration and action.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the comment letter.  Kanti Srikanth offered a friendly amendment to revise the letter to include language more acceptable to the transportation agencies which have several concerns about the proposal as outlined in a comment letter for the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).  The amendment was not accepted.  Peter Owen offered a friendly amendment based on input from the members of AQPAC.  The amendment was not accepted.  Members approved several minor editorial changes to the text of the last paragraph.  Members then unanimously approved the comment letter for submission to EPA.

4.  Draft Comment Letter to EPA on Renewable Fuel Standard 

Jeff King discussed EPA's proposed phase 2 of a Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS-2).  RFS-2 increases the mandate for renewable fuel from 10 to 36 billion gallons by 2022.  TAC members agreed on a draft comment letter expressing concern about the air quality impact of increased use of biofuels.  The public comment period ends September 25.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the draft comment letter.  The letter was approved unanimously.
5.  Draft Comment Letter on Air Quality Conformity Assessment for an Amendment to the 2009 CLRP and FY 2010-2015 TIP to Include the Purple Line

Jeff King discussed the air quality conformity assessment for an amendment to the 2009 CLRP and FY 2010-2015 TIP to Include the Purple Line.  TPB has completed a revised draft conformity analysis for the 2009 CLRP and 2010-2015 TIP, responding to project changes identified by MDOT and DDOT.  TPB is scheduled to act on the determination in October.  The new analysis includes the purple line in Maryland and two new projects in the District.  Based on the changes, new land use inputs were developed.  The overall impact was an increase in transit trips, a decrease in VMT, and an overall decrease in emissions.  The analysis shows that the regional emissions are below the interim and proposed mobile budgets for all milestone years.  He presented a draft comment letter approved by the TAC emphasizing the value of investments in transit and urging continued commitment to emission reduction measures.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the comment letter.  The letter was approved unanimously.

6.  Resolution Authorizing Electronic Meeting in Event of Emergency 

Lee Ruck presented a resolution that would amend the MWAQC bylaws to authorize electronic meetings in the event of an emergency.  Members expressed several concerns about the resolution as presented.  The committee requested that the issue be tabled until a later date and that the COG General Counsel reconsider the text of the resolution based on member feedback.
7.  Ozone Season Update


Sunil Kumar and Jen Desimone provided an ozone season update and will present data on regional air quality trends.  So far this year, temperatures have been cooler, with winds from the north/northwest, and as a result, air quality has been relatively good.  There were 4 code orange days for ozone, 3 in June and one in August.  For fine particles, monitors are indicating all code green and code yellow.  COG is using the 75 ppb code orange cutoff for ozone and the 35.5 ug/m3 code orange cutoff for fine particles.  Air quality trend data indicate significant improvement in air quality, a noticeable decline in exceedance days, and a steady decline in Design Values.  The region is also experiencing fewer exceedance days even when temperatures exceed 90 degrees.  Based on preliminary data for 2009, the region has attained the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS.  

Mr. Snyder requested that COG staff work with the public relations office to get the good news message out to the public.
8.  Transition to MOVES Model

Joan Rohlfs discussed issues related to the transition to EPA's new Motor Vehicle Emission Simulator (MOVES) model.  The model is designed to estimate on-road motor vehicle emissions.  Once the model is finalized, EPA will require its use for SIPs and conformity.  An interagency task force has been established to discuss and come to a consensus on inputs to the model.  Since preliminary analysis using the MOVES model and comparison of the inventories with the Mobile 6.2-developed inventories show substantial higher levels of VOC, NOx, and PM emissions when using the same inputs.  Because of this issue, it may be necessary to develop new mobile budgets prior to using the MOVES model in conformity assessments.  It was noted that even though the MOVES model shows higher emissions, in reality emissions remain the same.  EPA anticipates releasing the final model and technical guidance in early 2010.  It is possible that the model will be required to be used as early as 2012 for demonstrating conformity.  The region will have to use the MOVES model in developing the on-road emission inventories for the ozone SIP due in 2013.
9.  State and Local Air Reports

Tom Ballou reported for Virginia.  The State Air Pollution Control Board is scheduled to meet on November 20 to approve the OTC VOC regulations, and to consider the MWAQC petition on the opacity standard.  There was a recent court ruling regarding the Wise County power plant.  The plaintiffs contended that the escape clause for complying with the mercury limits in the permit for the Wise County Power Plant is unlawful.  The courts found in favor of the plaintiff, so Virginia DEQ must rewrite the permit and bring before the Air Board in November.  Virginia has also decided to appeal to the Virginia Supreme Court on the issue of the no-trading provision in the Virginia CAIR Rule.  The appeals court overturned a lower court decision and found that the no-trading provision was unconstitutional.

Brian Hug reported for Maryland.  Due to the improved air quality in the mid-Atlantic, the Baltimore and Philadelphia regions are in good standing to request a 1-year extension of the attainment deadline for the 1997 ozone standard.
The District had nothing to report.

10.  Set Date for Next Meeting, Adjourn, Next Meeting Date:   The next meeting will be held on December 9, from 10:00-11:30.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:23 pm.  
PAGE  
2

