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About Us

OUR VISION

Just, sustainable and resilient cities and 

neighborhoods for all.

OUR MISSION

Provide support and leadership for urban 

change makers and innovators to accelerate 

sustainable district and neighborhood scale 

regeneration.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT—Dynamic courses 

that equip the next generation of leaders with knowledge 

for change.

SUMMIT—An annual gathering of the world’s most 

innovative change makers revitalizing cities from the 

neighborhood up. 

INCUBATOR—A three-day intensive, project-based 

workshop designed to accelerate district-scale projects.

PROTOCOL—Our process and performance areas for 

supporting neighborhood sustainability across diverse 

projects.

TARGET CITIES—A two-year immersion program 

guiding North America’s catalytic, district-scale projects—

and shaping the way cities view urban regeneration.



half
more than

of the world’s population 
lives in cities, a proportion 
that is expected to reach

two-
thirds
by 2050.

Cities (currently)…

…account for 80% of greenhouse gas 
emissions and 75% of energy 
consumption

…contribute to a vast equity gap: the 
zip code a child is born into has a 
bigger role in determining that child’s 
future than any other single factor

…face a $1 trillion+ infrastructure 
backlog from ruptured water mains to 
decaying public buildings, bridges, 
roads and transit



Districts are the building blocks 
of sustainable cities



Sustainability depends on every 
citizen living in a healthy, safe, 

connected and vibrant neighborhood.



Economic opportunity,
community well-being,
and ecological health
are fundamental metrics.



Success will require a new model for 
action rooted in collaboration and 

inclusion.



Ecodistricts are the integration of 
green buildings, 
smart infrastructure & 
community engagement and action. 
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EcoDistricts Framework

The Framework offers a 
process management 
approach and performance 
areas to build support, guide 
investments and measure 
outcomes.



Process 
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Eight Performance Areas



EcoDistricts
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Lloyd EcoDistrict
The Lloyd EcoDistrict, governed by a new NGO aspires to be the 

most sustainable business district in North America. The Portland 

Trail Blazers are helping lead the way with new investments in 

their sports campus.

PROJECT SNAPSHOT

- 1st EcoDistricts director 
in the US

- 60% energy savings by 
2035

- Comprehensive building 
retrofit program 

- LED street lighting 
retrofit

- District thermal energy 
system

- Aggregated renewable 
energy – 5% of demand 
by 2035

CASE STUDY



South Waterfront EcoDistrict

Part of the C40 Climate Positive and LEED ND programs, the 
South Waterfront EcoDistrict is integrating high performance 
buildings, multi-modal transportation, green infrastructure and 
district utilities into the high density neighborhood. 

PROJECT SNAPSHOT

- 300 acre brownfield site

- Net-positive  
operational GHG 
emissions goals

- LEED Gold and Platinum 
buildings

- $600 million in new 
transportation 
infrastructure – rail, 
streetcar, tram, 
pedestrian 
improvements

- District stormwater  
management

- Proposed district  
energy system

CASE STUDY





PROJECT SNAPSHOT

• 81 acre brownfield site

• Integrated infrastructure: 
foreshore/habitat water, 
energy, transportation, 
waste

• District energy: 6.2K  
tons/yr. GHG reductions 
= 65% helping to achieve 
GHG neutrality

• District energy: 7.2% 
return compares 
favorably with the City’s 
cost of debt of 
approximately 4% (real 
rates of return)

Southeast False Creek
Vancouver’s SE False Creek Neighborhood, home to the 2010 

Winter Olympics Athletes’ Village, pioneered new strategies in 

urban design, neighborhood planning, infrastructure and green 

building performance. It also earned a LEED Platinum 

designation.

CASE STUDY
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Planning Commission

ZGF Architects



Join Us in DC



Lynne Barker

206.491.0279

lynne@ecodistricts.org
Questions?
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