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• Census Data

▪ All Geographies

▪ Population and Housing Units

▪ Age, Race and Sex of population

• American Community Survey (ACS)

▪ ACS Annual Data 

▪ ACS Five-year Data 

▪ Various Socioeconomic Data

DATA SOURCES
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INTERACTIVE CENSUS AND ACS MAP
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INTERACTIVE CENSUS AND ACS MAP
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DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS
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Population Projections to 2045 

▪Total population

▪Household population

▪Group quarters population

▪ Projections by age – 5-year age groups (18)

▪ Race detail (4)

▪ Gender (2)

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Control totals to 2045
▪ Cooperative Forecasts from Metropolitan Planning 

Organizations (MPO) for the jurisdictions in 

Washington and Baltimore MPOs

▪ Major forecasts every three years

▪ Minor forecasts – annual updates

▪ Remaining jurisdictions (Eastern Shore regions and 

Western Maryland)  

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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MPO Cooperative Forecasts
▪ Planning participates in both the MPOs process 

(evaluates and comments on the projections)

▪ Planning usually accepts what comes out of the 

cooperative forecasts

▪ May deviate if numbers are too inconsistent from the 

Census Bureau’s estimates through the current time 

period

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Review of MPO Cooperative Forecasts

▪ Planning uses Population Cohort Model, to break out 

MPO population forecast into components of change 

– births, deaths and net migration

▪ Planning checks on the migration component to test 

“reasonableness” of projection

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Cohort Component Model
▪ Future year population are derived from a base 

population through the components of change

▪ Births

▪ Deaths

▪ Migration

Projected Population = Initial Population + (Births –

Deaths) + Net Migration

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Base year is 2010

▪County specific data for

▪ Household population

▪ Group quarters populations 

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Fertility Rates

▪Historical county specific births data by age 

and race of mother and the gender of the child

▪Fertility rates are developed based on historical 

data for females by cohorts for ages 10 to 59.

▪These rates are developed separately by race 

and gender.

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Survival Rates

▪Historical county specific deaths data by age, 

race and gender 

▪Survival rates are developed based on the 

number of deaths by cohorts 

▪These rates are developed separately by race 

and gender

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Migration Rates
▪Historical jurisdictional population between two 

time periods and the births/deaths that 
happened during the same time period is used 
to determine the total migration

▪The derived migration numbers are converted 
into a rate for each age cohort

▪The migration rates are developed separately 
by race and gender

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Group Quarters
▪ In generating the fertility, survival and migration 

rates, persons in group quarters less than 65 
years of age are excluded from each race, sex 
and age cohorts

▪ Jurisdictions are assumed to receive a share of 
the projected Statewide group quarters 
population based on the share they had in 
2010 for each sex, race and age cohort

POPULATION PROJECTIONS – METHODOLOGY
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Maryland State Data Center Website:
http://planning.maryland.gov/msdc/

Socio-economic Projections:
http://planning.maryland.gov/msdc/S3_Projection.shtml

RESOURCES

http://planning.maryland.gov/msdc/
http://planning.maryland.gov/msdc/S3_Projection.shtml
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Alfred Sundara, AICP

Manager

Projections and State Data Center

(410) 767- 4002

alfred.sundara@maryland.gov
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