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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 
Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC). 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Monday, January 22, 2007

Room 3 

5:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M. 

Members Present: 

Jill Engel-Cox, Joint Center for Earth Systems Technology 

Rodney Livingston, District Interracial Coalition for Environmental Equity 

Bill Butler, Mirant 

Brian Holmes, Maryland Highway Contractors Association 

Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet, Episcopal Stewardship of Creation 

Larry Zaragoza, Northern Virginia (via phone) 

George Gurley (via phone)

Julie Rose

COG Staff 

Joan Rohlfs, COG AQ 

1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda 
Chair Jill Engel-Cox called the meeting to order at 5:10 PM and the agenda was adopted. 

2. Approval of Minutes
The minutes were approved as circulated to the committee.

3. Staff report on MWAQC and TAC 
Joan summarized progress in the work on attainment modeling.  Tom Ballou of Virginia’s Department of Environmental Quality is leading this effort for the region.  In modeling for 2009, there are two monitors with predicted values of 86.7 ppb ozone.  Staff believes that they can perform an analysis that would use a weight of evidence (WOE) analysis to demonstrate that the standard will be attained based on consideration of declining ozone levels.  This analysis is expected to be completed in mid-February.  It should also be noted that the CAIR Rule does not allow trading in Virginia.

Local governments are working to bundle measures.  For the region, three are being promoted: wind power, a renewable portfolio, LED lights, and low VOC paint.  Governments are looking at LEED buildings and examining energy efficiency.

Julie Crenshaw raised the question of airports and various types of emissions (e.g., mobile lounges).  She also reported that some types of emissions for national airport will be increasing.

Joan highlighted a number of areas with potential for emissions reductions including consumer products, portable fuel containers, sealants and adhesives, and others.  She also highlighted some equity issues with emissions such as reductions in NOx in the District and growing NOx emissions in Virginia.  This issue will need to be discussed in the Interstate Air Quality Commission.

Joan also summarized information discussed in the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  Joan outlined the ruling of the DC Court of Appeals who ruled on implementation of the 8-hour ozone Phase I rule.  The Court remanded the 2004 implementation rule back to EPA. 
With respect to discussions of the MWAQC, Joan reported that the ICC (Inter-County Connector) has been approved and noted that the Sierra Club has filed a lawsuit claiming air quality impacts were not fully considered.  Discussions on the State Implementation Plan included modeling, California low emission vehicles, and a discussion of the MWAQC’s responsibity to examine climate change and greenhouse gas emissions.  Tad Aburn is working with the University of Maryland to study potential impacts of treating Code Red days the same as snow days and to ask people to telework on Code Orange Days.
Jill mentioned that she presented the letter prepared by AQPAC to the MWAQC and it was well received by the committee.  

4.
Discussion of future meeting presentations and ideas
Ron Kirby has offered to come and to speak with the AQPAC on transportation issues in March.  The draft SIP will be presented to the MWAQC in March, so the AQPAC decided to review the draft SIP at the February meeting.  The February meeting was moved to February 26 due to the President's Day holiday.  

The committee had a discussion on climate change and future regulation.  There was uncertainty about whether the MWAQC (and therefore the AQPAC) had jurisdiction on greenhouse gases since they are not a criteria pollutant under the Clean Air Act.  The committee requested a copy of the MWAQC charter and deferred further discussion to next month.

5.
New Business / New Member
The Committee spoke with Mr. George Gurley, Director of Urban Protectors, who is interested in joining the AQPAC.  A discussion followed and Mr. Gurley was unanimously approved as a representative in the Environment/Health category.  Chair Engel-Cox indicated that she would forward his name to the MWAQC for as a nomination.  

6.
Next meeting 

The next meeting of the AQPAC will be February 26.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.

