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Georgetown Climate Center: 
A Resource for State and Federal Climate Policy

• Launched in 2009 as a 
resource to states

• Works at the nexus of 
federal-state policies

• Supports states through 
research, facilitation, 
and convening
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Transportation & Climate Initiative

• 12 northeast and mid-Atlantic 
states and the District of 
Columbia

• Transportation, energy and 
environmental agencies working 
together to reduce GHG 
emissions from transportation

• Georgetown Climate Center 
provides facilitation, conducts 
research, and supports the states

➢ 72 million people

➢ $5.3 trillion in GDP

➢ 52 million registered vehicles



TCI States Have Worked Together 
Since 2010 on Clean Vehicles, Freight 

Analysis, and Sustainable 
Communities Policies

Source: Transportation & Climate Initiative



2018 TCI Regional Policy Announcement

• Announcement by 10 jurisdictions in 

December 2018 

• “design a regional low-carbon 

transportation policy proposal that would 

cap and reduce carbon emissions from the 

combustion of transportation fuels… and 

allow each TCI jurisdiction to invest 

proceeds from the program into low-carbon 

and more resilient transportation 

infrastructure” 

- CT, DE, MD, MA, NJ, PA, RI, VT, VA, D.C. 
www.transportationandclimate.org/nine-states-and-dc-design-
regional-approach-cap-greenhouse-gas-pollution-transportation



2019 - TCI States Further Engaged Communities 
and Stakeholders and Conducted Analysis

Stakeholder Engagement

Modeling and Analysis

State Working Groups

TransportationAndClimate.org



• Three regional TCI workshops 
with participation of 1,000 
people

• Over 1,200 submissions to TCI 
public input portal

• Community engagement by 
individual states

TCI States Engaged with People, Communities, and Businesses



Draft Memorandum of Understanding

• Draft MOU Includes:

o Program Goals & Schedule

o Elements of a Model Rule

o Investments & Equity

o Regional Organization

o Program Monitoring &  Review

• Inviting Input through February 
28, 2020

• Final MOU: Spring 2020

9



Features of Regional Cap & Invest Approach

• Guarantees Pollution 
Reduction

• Regional Consistency of 
Allowance Prices

• Offers Flexibility in 
Compliance

• Drives Innovation and 
Investments in Low Carbon 
Transportation Programs



• A declining emissions cap 
could lock in decreases in 
CO2 emissions that are 
expected through 2032 
and drive additional 
reductions.

• More stringent caps result 
in greater emissions cuts 
and more proceeds for 
investments.

• Initial annual proceeds 
range from $1.4 billion at 
start in the 20% case up to 
$5.6 billion in the 25% 
case.

Emissions Cap Scenarios Results:
Projected Transportation CO2 Emissions



Range of Clean 
Transportation 
Investments in 
Modeled TCI 

Scenarios

$554 million to 
$2 billion

Electric cars, light 
trucks and vans 

$425 million to 
$1.6 billion

Low & zero-
emission buses and 
trucks

$333 million to 
$1.2 billion

Transit expansion 
and upkeep

$259 million to 
$970 million

Pedestrian and bike 
safety, ride sharing

$148 million to
$554 million

System efficiency

$148 million to 
$554 million

Indirect/ Other

• Modeled annual clean 
transportation investments 
by strategy in 2032

• Combined $1.84 billion to 
$6.92 billion in modeled 
scenarios



Reducing Pollution Delivers Multiple Benefits



Preliminary Public Health Benefits

• Fewer asthma symptoms 

• Fewer premature deaths 

• Fewer traffic-related injuries 

• Total estimated public health benefits: 
$3 billion to $10 billion



Conclusions from Macroeconomic Modeling

• Program has a positive impact on the economy.

• GDP, income, and jobs are projected to be greater than 
business as usual in 2032 and substantially net positive 
over the 2022-2040 timeframe.

• Significant progress towards achieving climate goals by 
reducing GHG and other pollution from transportation at 
modest cost and net benefit to the economy.
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Economic Indicators in 2032 20% Cap 
Reduction

22% Cap 
Reduction

25% Cap 
Reduction

Increase in GDP growth, from Reference Case
$0.7B

(0.01%)
$1.4B

(0.03%)
$2.9B

(0.05%)

Increase in DPI growth, from Reference Case
$0.5B

(0.01%)
$0.9B

(0.02%)
$1.9B

(0.04%)

Increase in Jobs, from Reference Case
1,900

(0.004%)
3,982

(0.01%)
8,900

(0.02%)



TCI Program Development Timeline 

• January/February 2020 – Public input on Draft MOU

• January through Spring 2020 -- Additional Modeling Analysis

• Spring 2020 – Jurisdictions release a final Memorandum of Understanding. At this 
point, each jurisdiction will decide whether to sign the MOU and participate in the 
regional program.

• Spring through Fall 2020 – Signatory jurisdictions develop a “model rule” and take 
any legislative steps that could be needed to implement the regional program.

• 2021 – Signatory Jurisdictions conduct rulemaking processes to adopt regulations.

• As early as 2022 – Program implementation begins.
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Next Steps

• TCI Leadership Team and workgroup meetings

• Continue modeling emissions, transportation system, 

macroeconomic, and health impacts of policy cases.

• State outreach and engagement in communities around the region.



For more information, 
please contact: 

James Bradbury

James.bradbury@georgetown.edu

mailto:James.bradbury@georgetown.edu

