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I. INTRODUCTION

The August 15, 1997 FEDERAL REGISTER contains the revised regulations on air quality
conformity, prepared jointly by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the US
Department of Transportation (DOT). Section 93.105 of those regulations specifies requirements
relating to interagency consultation. The regulations require: (1) the specification of procedures to
be undertaken by transportation agencies with air quality agencies before making conformity
determinations, and (2) the specification of procedures to be undertaken by air quality agencies with
transportation agencies before developing applicable implementation plans.  The consultation
procedures must be formally adopted as a state implementation plan (SIP) revision and submitted
by the state air management agencies to US EPA and US DOT by August 15, 1998. 

As the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington, D.C. - Maryland - Virginia
metropolitan area, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) directs the
continuing, comprehensive transportation planning process, carried out cooperatively by the states
and local communities in the region. Air quality activities included among those responsibilities
involve assessment of transportation conformity of TPB plans and programs.

The Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC), consisting of state and local
representatives throughout the Washington, D.C.-Maryland-Virginia metropolitan statistical area
(MSA), represents the air quality planning structure organized to meet requirements of the 1990
Clean Air Act Amendments.  MWAQC operates under authority delegated to it by the Governors
of Maryland and Virginia and the Mayor of the District of Columbia to meet the deadlines for
attaining national air quality standards and ensuring their maintenance thereafter.  (MWAQC’s
structure, roles and responsibilities are contained in Appendix A).

This report, developed in consultation with state and local air agencies, EPA, Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA), presents the consultation
procedures which the TPB will follow in assessing conformity of its plans and programs. These
procedures will also provide the basis for the state air agencies to make the required revisions to
their state implementation plans.
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II. CONTEXT

There are three different types of activity for which the TPB is responsible and for which conformity
assessments must be considered; the TPB also acts in consultation to MWAQC regarding certain
state implementation plan (SIP) requirements. These lead role activities include: (1) the annual
preparation of the transportation improvement program (TIP) or update of the TIP or the region's
long range transportation plan, for which a systems level conformity assessment is required, (2) an
amendment of the plan or program for which a systems level analysis is not warranted, and (3) the
annual preparation of the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP).

TPB LEAD ROLE

A. Preparation of program or update of plan

Of these three types of activity, the most detailed conformity assessment, in terms of required
analytical procedures, information dissemination and policy review, includes the annual preparation
or significant update of the transportation program or a significant update of the regional plan. The
1990 Clean Air Act Amendments specified that a detailed and comprehensive technical analysis be
conducted to ensure that such transportation proposals conform to clean air requirements.
Accordingly, a detailed assessment of travel demand and emissions is conducted, in which an
explicit comparison of emissions levels with SIP requirements is performed. Extensive coordination
among technical, policy and citizen committees in the transportation, environmental and
metropolitan development functional areas is also performed. Where needed, public forums are also
conducted to explain specific project inputs, technical methods and results of the analyses.

B. Plan or program amendment

An amendment of a transportation plan or program may be sufficiently important to warrant a
systems level analysis, in which case the above procedures are followed. Other amendments may
be exempt from conformity analyses, in which case a systems level assessment is not required. Such
cases, other than those projects specifically identified as 'non-regionally significant' (see Appendix
A), still have project review requirements.  The results of such project reviews are contained within
the TPB resolution adopting the plan or program amendments.  Regionally significant actions
undergo TPB’s “30 day notice period,” i.e., project information materials and a notice of intent to
program the actions are presented at one month’s TPB meeting and, assuming no adverse comments
are received, are acted upon at the next month’s TPB meeting.

C. Preparation of UPWP

The third relevant activity is the preparation of the UPWP. This annual document lists all planning
studies in the region, including the TPB work program. This document sets the direction for data
collection, model updates and can potentially affect future conformity assessments.
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MWAQC LEAD ROLE

The TPB also acts in a consultation role to MWAQC regarding the analysis of mobile source
strategies and SIP development.
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III. OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION PROCEDURES

This section presents the consultation procedures which TPB follows to ensure that state and local
air agencies, appropriate federal agencies, and the public are informed of, and have an opportunity
to comment upon, transportation projects, work activities and conformity assessments of TPB plans
and programs.

The September 1994 version of the procedures resulted from: draft materials prepared by, and
interagency discussion at, the April 27, 1994 joint work session sponsored by the TPB and the
Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC); discussion at the May 5, 1994
meeting of MWAQC's subcommittee on conformity; discussion of the conformity regulations at
TPB meetings starting in January 1994 and continuing each month since then; subsequent comments
on the draft materials received from affected agencies.  Revised procedures based upon the August
1997 amended rule are being prepared, with opportunities for review and comment based upon the
consultation process developed in 1994 expanded to further involve the public.

The consultation procedures are based upon the premise (and explicit guidance from MWAQC's
subcommittee on conformity) that the agencies with which the TPB consults should be afforded the
opportunity to participate in decision-making at each step of the planning process. As materials
relevant to conformity assessments are prepared, whether this includes project listings and
descriptions or proposed work programs, notice of such information which is sent to TPB members
is sent to the “consultation agencies”. The mailing includes the relevant TPB meeting agendas and
public forum announcements, at which the materials will be discussed, to enable participation by
the consultation agencies in these meetings and forums.  In addition, TPB staff also routinely present
and discuss the conformity milestone material to MWAQC’s Conformity Subcommittee at its
monthly meetings.

This process occurs through the maintenance of a mailing list of consultation agencies which
includes MWAQC committee members, i.e., all state and local air agencies, and EPA, FHWA, and
FTA.  In response to the August 1997 amended rule, this process will be expanded to include the
TPB’s Citizen Advisory Committee and MWAQC’s Air Quality Public Advisory Committee.
Agendas and meeting materials for the monthly meetings of the TPB, TPB Program Committee and
the TPB Technical Committee are reviewed and notice of relevant items is sent to each agency on
the mailing list to enable consultation.

Time lines delineating the schedules for this fiscal year's TPB plans and programs which are relevant
to conformity are presented as Exhibits 1-3 and illustrate the typical sequence and timing of such
activities in a given fiscal year. Exhibit 1 shows the schedule for the preparation of the FY99-2004
TIP, as well as an update of the long range plan. The row headings reflect all major planning steps
for which consultation is warranted, starting with the original project solicitation document sent to
programming agencies (i.e., state departments of transportation, local jurisdiction's departments of
public works, WMATA and other transit operating agencies) which requests inputs to the plan and
program. The various dates reflect proposed TPB meetings which will form the basis for
consultation. Execution of this schedule is designed to enable the adoption of the TIP and amended
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plan in July of each year.  TPB staff will present and discuss at the MWAQC Conformity
Subcommittee’s monthly meetings the conformity material developed at these milestone points, as
requested.  

Exhibit 2 is shown for illustration purposes only, since amendments are not generated according to
a schedule. The time line shows the review process steps and identifies a '30 day plus' review period
before any programming action would be taken.

Exhibit 3 delineates the preparation of the FY99 UPWP. This process starts with the initial outline
of the TPB work program in November and concludes with adoption by the TPB in March.









9

IV. SPECIFIC ELEMENTS OF CONSULTATION PROCEDURES

This section presents verbatim the text of the consultation sections of the conformity regulations, as
published in August 1997.  Following each regulation element is a narrative discussion (in boldface
print) of how it is addressed by the TPB procedures.

Sec. 93.105  Consultation.

(a) General.

The implementation plan revision required under Sec. 51.390 of this chapter shall include
procedures for interagency consultation (Federal, State, and local), resolution of conflicts, and
public consultation as described in paragraphs (a) through (e) of this section.  Public
consultation procedures will be developed in accordance with the requirements for public
involvement in 23 CFR part 450.

(1) The implementation plan revision shall include procedures to be undertaken by
MPOs, State departments of transportation, and DOT with State and local air quality
agencies and EPA before making conformity determinations, and by State and local
air agencies and EPA with MPOs, State departments of transportation, and DOT in
developing applicable implementation plans.

The procedures outlined below represent consultation to be undertaken by
transportation agencies with air agencies before making conformity
determinations.  These procedures will provide a basis for the state air agencies
preparation of 8/15/98-required SIP revisions on conformity.

Consultation procedures undertaken by air agencies with transportation
agencies in developing the regional air quality plan are contained in the July
1991 resolution certifying MWAQC to prepare a revised air quality plan for the
District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia area under the Clean Air Act
Amendments of 1990 (contained as Appendix A).

(2) Before EPA approves the conformity implementation plan revision required by Sec.
51.390 of this chapter, MPOs and State departments of transportation must provide
reasonable opportunity for consultation with State air agencies, local air quality and
transportation agencies, DOT, and EPA, including consultation on the issues
described in paragraph (c)(1) of this section, before making conformity
determinations.

Ample opportunity is provided for consultation with state air agencies, local air
quality and transportation agencies, DOT and EPA and the public before these
procedures will be finalized and forwarded to the state air agencies for their
development of the required implementation plan revisions. As described in
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Chapter III of this report, this consultation will extend to both the establishment
of long term interagency consultation procedures (through interaction with EPA,
FHWA, and FTA and with MWAQC and their conformity subcommittee and the
public), as well as review of inputs and technical methods to be used in analysis
of the FY99 TIP and updated long range plan.  

(b) Interagency consultation procedures:  General factors.

(1) States shall provide well-defined consultation procedures in the implementation plan
whereby representatives of the MPOs, State and local air quality planning agencies,
State and local transportation agencies, and other organizations with responsibilities
for developing, submitting, or implementing provisions of an implementation plan
required by the CAA must consult with each other and with local or regional offices
of EPA, FHWA, and FTA on the development of the implementation plan, the
transportation plan, the TIP, and associated conformity determinations.

The TPB, as the metropolitan planning organization for the National Capital
region, is responsible for directing the continuing transportation planning
process carried on cooperatively by the states and local communities in the
region.  The MWAQC is the regional air quality planning organization for the
Washington MSA and, under responsibilities delegated to it by the District of
Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, conducts planning activities to meet
requirements of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments.

MPO consultation procedures for the development of conformity determinations
are identified in Chapters II and III of this report, including the time lines
indicating specific deliverables and schedules for TPB meetings and consultation.
MWAQC consultation procedures are described in Appendix A.

(2) Interagency consultation procedures shall include at a minimum the following general
factors and the specific processes in paragraph (c) of this section:

(i) The roles and responsibilities assigned to each agency at each stage in the
implementation plan development process and the transportation planning
process, including technical meetings;

The development of the transportation plan, TIP and associated air
quality conformity assessment  is a collaborative process with all relevant
agencies participating through the TPB technical, policy and consultation
processes.  Regarding MPO activities and responsibilities, the TPB has
the lead role in air quality conformity technical analysis and policy
decision-making; MWAQC, and the specific state and local air agencies
which make up the committee, and the EPA, FHWA and FTA, have a
review and comment role, including identifying appropriate issues for
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policy discussion and resolution.

(ii) The organizational level of regular consultation;

The organizational level of consultation will be the TPB, MWAQC and
its member agencies, EPA, FHWA, and FTA, referred to hereafter as the
“consultation agencies” (listed in Appendix A).

(iii) A process for circulating (or providing ready access to) draft documents and
supporting materials for comment before formal adoption or publication;

TPB staff will provide notice (and copies upon request) of any and all
such materials to the consultation agencies on a monthly basis, as
requested.  “Milestone” conformity elements are shown in Exhibits 1-3.

(iv) The frequency of, or process for convening, consultation meetings and
responsibilities for establishing meeting agendas;

Consultation opportunities which have been identified to date are
illustrated in Exhibits 1-3.

(v) A process for responding to the significant comments of involved agencies;
and

Staff will prepare responses to significant comments received from the
consulting agencies on each aspect of the conformity process and will
distribute such responses to the consultation agencies.

(vi) A process for the development of a list of the TCMs which are in the
applicable implementation plan.

The TPB annual work program contains an element which addresses
mobile source planning and emissions analysis (Mobile Emissions
Analysis in the FY99 UPWP). As part of these work activities, through
the oversight of the Travel Management Subcommittee and in
consultation with MWAQC committees, staff prepares mobile source
emissions inventories to reflect different control strategy proposals and
also identifies and analyzes potential transportation emissions reduction
measures (TERM)s for consideration in state air quality implementation
plans and air quality conformity assessments. Based upon these
evaluations, emissions mitigation needs, consultation, and the
transportation programming process, measures are selected for
implementation or for further planning as TERMs.  Those TERMS which
are subsequently included in applicable state implementation plans will
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become Transportation Control Measures (TCMS).  

(c) Interagency consultation procedures:  Specific processes.

Interagency consultation procedures shall also include the following specific
processes:

(1) A process involving the MPO, State and local air quality planning agencies,
State and local transportation agencies, EPA, and DOT for the following:

(i) Evaluating and choosing a model (or models) and associated methods
and assumptions to be used in hot-spot analyses and regional
emissions analyses;

The assessment of conformity involves use of the latest planning
assumptions to compute mobile source emissions.  Specific models,
methods, and data sets which have changed from the previous
year’s analysis are identified, reviewed and evaluated each year
and incorporated into the work program for air quality
conformity assessment, as appropriate.  An opportunity for review
by other agencies will be afforded through notice and availability
of such materials, i.e., proposed conformity work program  and
model documentation, to the consultation agencies.

(ii) Determining which minor arterials and other transportation projects
should be considered “regionally significant” for the purposes of
regional emissions analysis (in addition to those functionally classified
as principal arterial or higher or fixed guideway systems or extensions
that offer an alternative to regional highway travel), and which
projects should be considered to have a significant change in design
concept and scope from the transportation plan or TIP;

Documentation of project inputs to the conformity analysis is
explicit and is included among the project listings available for
public and interagency review.  “Regionally significant” projects
among the submissions are identified by TPB staff based upon the
scale of each project and its relationship to the facilities contained
in TPB networks.  Facilities in the TPB highway networks are
keyed to FHWA’s functional classification of roads.  TPB
networks include nearly a 100% representation of interstate, other
freeway and expressway, principal and minor arterials;
additionally, some local and collector facilities are included for
network continuity purposes.  Any highway facility advanced to
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the plan or program which is consistent with this level of detail is
coded into the transportation networks relevant to the study and
included explicitly in the analysis.

Facilities contained in TPB transit networks reflect a.m. peak
hour service.  This includes all fixed guideway service (Metrorail
and commuter rail), major bus service (both public and private,
local and express), and supporting services such as park and ride
lots and parking at train sessions.  Any transit service or facility
advanced to the plan or program which is consistent with this level
of detail is coded into the transit networks.

This documentation of highway and transit facility inputs is
included among the reports presented for public and interagency
review and at appropriate meetings and TPB work sessions, which
are conducted specifically to inform the public and consultation
agencies of project submissions to the plan and/or program.
Following the release of these project submissions, reviewers have
a 30 day period to identify changes appropriate to the “regional
significant” classification.  Identification and any subsequent
recommendations for including other transportation projects as
regionally significant should be reviewed and approved by the
TPB Technical Committee for recommendation to the TPB.

As part of the response to project solicitation in preparation of a
new plan or program, programming agencies routinely identify
any projects which have undergone a significant change in design
concept or scope since the previous TIP or plan conformity
assessment.  In assembling project submissions, TPB staff will
identify any projects which may be considered to have a change in
design concept and scope and will advise project sponsors about
the implications of such changes.  Consultation will take place on
individual projects where there is a question of regional
significance.  Details regarding the total set of projects advanced
as plan or program elements, and their designation as regionally
significant or otherwise, are also documented in an appendix to
the air quality conformity report and represent a conformity
milestone element.

(iii) Evaluating whether projects otherwise exempted from meeting the
requirements of this subpart (see Secs. 93.126 and 93.127) should be
treated as non-exempt in cases where potential adverse emissions
impacts may exist for any reason;
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TPB staff reviews each project submission as to its status with
respect to conformity characteristics, including whether it is
exempt from conformity or from regional emissions analyses, and
treats and documents each project accordingly.  During the
project review phase associated with either preparation of, or
amendments to, a plan or program any exempt project, other than
those identified as “non-regionally significant” (see Appendix B),
which for any reason should be treated as non-exempt, should be
so identified by the consultation agencies.  Any such projects will
then be reviewed by the TPB Technical Committee.  Their
recommendation, either concurring in or rejecting the non-exempt
designation, will then be forwarded to the TPB for consideration
and action.

(iv) Making a determination, as required by Sec. 93.113(c)(1), whether
past obstacles to implementation of TCMs which are behind the
schedule established in the applicable implementation plan have been
identified and are being overcome, and whether State and local
agencies with influence over approvals or funding for TCMs are
giving maximum priority to approval or funding for TCMs. This
process shall also consider whether delays in TCM implementation
necessitate revisions to the applicable implementation plan to remove
TCMs or substitute TCMs or other emission reduction measures;

As part of project solicitation for preparation of a new plan or
program, a request will be made to programming agencies to
report on their implementation of TCMs.  The request will seek
information on whether any problems exist with the schedule of
implementation or previously programmed TCMs and on the
priority which each programming agency places upon the
implementation of TCMs.  This information will become a part of
the material provided at the TPB work sessions conducted as part
of the preparation of new transportation improvement programs.
Where disputes exist regarding such identification, resolution at
the policy level may be required.

(v) Identifying, as required by Sec. 93.123(b), projects located at sites in
PM10 non-attainment areas which have vehicle and roadway emission
and dispersion characteristics which are essentially identical to those
at sites which have violations verified by monitoring, and therefore
require quantitative PM10 hot-spot analysis;

The Washington region does not currently violate PM10 standards.
New PM standards have been adopted and monitoring systems are



15

being implemented nationwide to determine adherence to the new
standards.  As these systems are implemented and results become
available, the TPB and MWAQC will consult as to the whether the
region would be declared non-attainment for PM, and the
implications and corresponding procedures for project level
conformity analysis.  Should such project level analysis be
required it will be the responsibility of the appropriate state
and/or local air agency in each jurisdiction to notify implementing
agencies and other project sponsors of such analytical and
subsequent procedural/consultation requirements.

(vi) Notification of transportation plan or TIP revisions or amendments
which merely add or delete exempt projects listed in Sec. 93.126 or
Sec. 93.127; and

This is addressed through notification of the consultation agencies
of all project programming activities.

(vii) Choosing conformity tests and methodologies for isolated rural
nonattainment and maintenance areas, as required by Sec.
93.109(g)(2)(iii).

This does not apply to any areas within the National Capital
Region.

(2) A process involving the MPO and State and local air quality planning agencies and
transportation agencies for the following:

(i) Evaluating events which will trigger new conformity determinations in
addition to those triggering events established in Sec. 93.104; and

Additional events which currently trigger new conformity determinations
include such elements as the introduction of a new emission factor model,
revised land activity forecasts, or revisions to the SIP.  It is the
responsibility of the consultation agencies to identify and bring to the
attention of the TPB any such additional actions which would trigger a
new conformity determination.  Upon notification of such a possible
additional action, the TPB will evaluate the conditions, consult with
MWAQC and document its findings.

(ii) Consulting on emissions analysis for transportation activities which cross the
borders of MPOs or nonattainment areas or air basins.

Coordination at the technical and policy levels takes place now in
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Maryland:  (1) between the Washington and Baltimore non-attainment
areas at the MPO level and with the Maryland Department of the
Environment and the Maryland Department of Transportation, and (2)
for the southern Maryland area under a separate agreement under the
MWAQC planning structure (see Appendix C).  Such coordination also
takes place now in Virginia: (1) between the Washington area and the
Virginia attainment and non-attainment areas at the MPO level with the
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and with the Virginia
Department of Transportation, and (2) for the Stafford County area
under a separate agreement with the Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization (see Appendix D).  In each case, it is the
responsibility of the state and affected local jurisdictions to identify any
additional relevant issues and bring them to the attention of all affected
policy bodies.  Should issues be identified by the consultation agencies,
they should similarly be brought to the attention of all affected policy
bodies.

(3) Where the metropolitan planning area does not include the entire nonattainment or
maintenance area, a process involving the MPO and the State department of
transportation for cooperative planning and analysis for purposes of determining
conformity of all projects outside the metropolitan area and within the nonattainment
or maintenance area.

Such a case now exists in Maryland and has been addressed through the
development of a separate agreement between the TPB, the state of Maryland
and the Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland, as shown in Appendix C.

Stafford County, Virginia is included in the DC-MD-VA non-attainment area
and is a member of the Fredericksburg Area MPO (FAMPO).  A separate
agreement has been prepared between the TPB and FAMPO on consistency and
conformity of plans, programs and projects, as shown in Appendix D.

(4) A process to ensure that plans for construction of regionally significant projects which
are not FHWA/FTA projects (including projects for which alternative locations,
design concept and scope, or the no-build option are still being considered), including
those by recipients of funds designated under title 23 U.S.C. or the Federal Transit
Laws, are disclosed to the MPO on a regular basis, and to ensure that any changes to
those plans are immediately disclosed.

The TPB will request that members identify all non-FHWA/FTA projects,
transportation facilities and their design concept and scope, including facilities
where detailed design features have not yet been decided and determine which
ones meet the definition of regionally significant for regional emissions modeling.
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(5) A process involving the MPO and other recipients of funds designated under title 23
U.S.C. or the Federal Transit Laws for assuming the location and design concept and
scope of projects which are disclosed to the MPO as required by paragraph (c)(4) of
this section but whose sponsors have not yet decided these features, in sufficient detail
to perform the regional emissions analysis according to the requirements of Sec.
93.122.

Where assumptions are required to be made regarding the design or scope of
certain projects, the information regarding the assumed location and design
concept and scope of such projects will be developed by the state agency or local
jurisdiction in cooperation with the project sponsor.  In the course of preparing
project submissions to an updated plan or a new TIP, the affected programming
agency will submit the relevant information in conjunction with all other project
inputs.  These project submissions will be included as a part of the public and
interagency review material and will be included in the documentation materials.

(6) A process for consulting on the design, schedule, and funding of research and data
collection efforts and regional transportation model development by the MPO (e.g.,
household/ travel transportation surveys).

The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), which contains descriptions of
all such MPO work activities, has previously been developed in a November to
March time frame.  Consultation agencies will be notified, as shown in Exhibit
3, of the development of the upcoming year’s UPWP and will have review and
comment ability.  The execution of the resulting work program is reported and
monitored throughout the year through the TPB process, e.g., the TPB Technical
Committee and subcommittee structure, and reports to the TPB.  Consultation
agencies will have an ongoing opportunity through these reports to review and
comment upon progress  of the work program.

(7) A process for providing final documents (including applicable implementation plans
and implementation plan revisions) and supporting information to each agency after
approval or adoption. This process is applicable to all agencies described in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, including Federal agencies.

A process which addresses major updates of TPB plans and programs currently
exists and is documented in Appendix E.  Additional processes to address plan
and program amendments and preparation of the UPWP are described in
Chapters II and III of this report.

(d) Resolving conflicts. 

Conflicts among State agencies or between State agencies and an MPO shall be
escalated to the Governor if they cannot be resolved by the heads of the involved
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agencies. The State air agency has 14 calendar days to appeal to the Governor after
the State DOT or MPO has notified the State air agency head of the resolution of his
or her comments. The implementation plan revision required by Sec. 51.390 of this
chapter shall define the procedures for starting the 14-day clock. If the State air
agency appeals to the Governor, the final conformity determination must have the
concurrence of the Governor. If the State air agency does not appeal to the Governor
within 14 days, the MPO or State department of transportation may proceed with the
final conformity determination. The Governor may delegate his or her role in this
process, but not to the head or staff of the State or local air agency, State department
of transportation, State transportation commission or board, or an MPO.

As a published regulation, the above process defines the procedures for
resolution of conflicts and will be in force should such a conflict arise in any
state.

(e) Public consultation procedures. 

Affected agencies making conformity determinations on transportation plans,
programs, and projects shall establish a proactive public involvement process which
provides opportunity for public review and comment by, at a minimum, providing
reasonable public access to technical and policy information considered by the agency
at the beginning of the public comment period and prior to taking formal action on a
conformity determination for all transportation plans and TIPs, consistent with these
requirements and those of 23 CFR 450.316(b). Any charges imposed for public
inspection and copying should be consistent with the fee schedule contained in 49
CFR 7.95. In addition, these agencies must specifically address in writing all public
comments that known plans for a regionally significant project which is not receiving
FHWA or FTA funding or approval have not been properly reflected in the emissions
analysis supporting a proposed conformity finding for a transportation plan or TIP.
These agencies shall also provide opportunity for public involvement in conformity
determinations for projects where otherwise required by law.

TPB’s extensive public involvement process is utilized to conduct consultation
with the public.  A copy of these procedures, adopted on September 21, 1994, is
attached as Appendix F.  In addition, consistent with current practice regarding
interagency consultation procedures, notice of items relevant to air quality
conformity which are contained in the monthly meetings of the TPB and its
committees will also be mailed to the TPB Citizen Advisory Committee and
MWAQC’s Air Quality Public Advisory Committee. All public
comment/consultative meetings are open to the public including members of
TPB’s Citizen Advisory Committee and MWAQC’s Air Quality Public Advisory
Committee.

C:\Documents and Settings\aaustin.COGMASTER\My Documents\COG Stuff\consult-proc.wpd


















































































