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Item 7 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
February 20, 2013 
 
To: Transportation Planning Board 
 
From:  Ronald F. Kirby 
 Directory, Department of 
 Transportation Planning 
 
Re: Review of Comments Received on Project Submissions for Inclusion in the  

Air Quality Conformity Assessment for the 2013 CLRP and FY 2013-2018 TIP 
 

At the January 23, 2013 meeting the Board was briefed on the project submissions for the draft 
2013 CLRP and the FY 2013-2018 TIP, which were released for public comment and agency 
review at the TPB Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting on January 17, 2013. This 
public comment period closed on February 16. 
 
More than 450 comments were submitted by individuals, businesses and organizations over the 
course of the 30-day public comment period. These comments were posted to the TPB website at 
www.mwcog.org/transportation/public/comments.asp. The comments can be grouped into three 
broad categories:  
 
1) More funding is needed for projects in Prince George’s County;  
2) General support for Northern Virginia’s transportation projects; and  
3) Opposition to the Alternative A of the “Improved Access to Dulles Airport” project. 
 
1) More Funding is Needed for Projects in Prince George’s County 
 
One (1) comment was received stating that more funding should be included for projects in 
Prince George’s County and that the plan should favor support for Metro and more transit 
options over new roadway projects. 

2) General Support for Northern Virginia’s Transportation Projects 
 
Fifty-eight (58) comments were received expressing general support for the inclusion of 
Northern Virginia’s projects in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis. These comments included 
letters of support from the Greater Washington Board of Trade, the Loudoun County Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Northern Virginia Building Industry Association. Most of the supportive 
comments endorsed the “Improved Access to Dulles Airport” project and the VA 28 Manassas 
Bypass Study (note: studies are not included in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis). 
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3) Opposition to Alternative A of the “Improved Access to Dulles Airport” Project 
 
A total of 395 comments were received in opposition to Alternative A of the “Improved Access 
to Dulles Airport” project. These comments included a letter from the Brambleton Group 
community association.  The following points were raised in the comments: 
 

 The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has not provided sufficient 
information on the cost estimates for the two alternatives to enable the public to  
comment effectively. 

 
 Alternative A would create adverse environmental and aesthetic impacts along  

the Broad Run floodplain. 
 

 This road will create a negative impact on Loudoun County’s future property  
tax revenue, as the economic development opportunity on commercial property  
will be deferred and ultimately could be lost forever. 

 
 This road will create a negative long-term transportation impact since it will not  

improve commuting patterns. 
 

 A recent amendment to the Virginia constitution prohibits the taking of property  
via eminent domain for economic development purposes, which may make the 
acquisition of right-of-way for the project impossible. 

 
 More viable and less costly alternatives exist, including using existing  

rights-of-way along US 50 and the Loudoun County Parkway. 
 
 
Attached to this memo are copies and samples of the letters, postcards and emails received by 
midnight on February 16.  All comments received during the comment period can be viewed on 
the web at www.mwcog.org/transportation/public/comments.asp.



































































The following comment opposing Alternative A of the “Improved Access to Dulles 
Airport” project was received via email from 392 individuals: 
 

I urge the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board to oppose Alternative 
“a” (aka Alternative #2) as shown in the CLRP Project Description #11: Improved Access 
to Dulles Airport.  

My reasons for opposition are as follows:  

1. VDOT claims that Alternative “a” (aka Alternative #2) will cost only $153 million, an 
amount that is $660 million less than the cost of Alternative “b” (aka Alternative #3). Yet 
VDOT has given no basis or details to support this enormous discrepancy including the 
lack of any update on their website. Neither cost estimate is valid in our opinion.  

2. This road will create a negative impact on Loudoun County’s future property tax 
revenue, as the economic development opportunity on commercial property will be 
deferred and ultimately could be lost forever. 

 3. This road will create a negative environmental and aesthetic impact.  

4. This road will create a negative long-term transportation impact since it will not 
improve commuting patterns. It is time for VDOT to disclose the details behind its claims 
and to give the public an opportunity to provide informed and meaningful comment on a 
very important issue. No decision should be made until VDOT gives the taxpayers the 
information to which they are entitled.  

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the air quality conformity testing.  

The following comment supporting Northern Virginia’s transportation projects was 
received via email from 8 individuals:  
 

I urge the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board to support the 
Northern Virginia projects proposed for air quality conformity testing in the 2013 
Constrained Long Range Plan and the 2013 to 2018 Transportation Improvement 
Program. 

Of particular importance are new limited access passenger and freight connectors to 
Washington Dulles International Airport and the VA 28/Manassas Bypass Study. 

Dulles Airport is a major regional economic engine and regional planners agree that 
much of the region's future growth will occur in outer Northern Virginia jurisdictions.  

Please support these projects for air quality conformity testing. 

  



The following comment supporting Northern Virginia’s transportation projects was 
received via postcard from 45 individuals: 
 

I urge you and your colleagues to support air quality conformity testing for and inclusion 
of the Northern Virginia project submissions for the 2013 CLRP update and the FY 2013-
2018 TIP. 

Of particular importance is the proposed western passenger and freight limited access 
link north of Route 50 to Dulles Airport and the VA 28 Manassas bypass Study from 
Route 234 to I-66. 

TPB studies document the importance of good airport access to regional prosperity and 
that much of the region’s population and job growth will occur near Dulles and other 
areas served by CLRP and TIP submissions. 




