
METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Steering Committee Actions and Report of the Director 

DATE:  May 11, 2017 

The attached materials include: 

Steering Committee Actions
Announcements and Updates

Item 5 
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002     MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Steering Committee Actions 

DATE:  May 11, 2017 

 

At its meeting on May 5, the TPB Steering Committee approved the following resolutions to amend 
the FY 2017-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) that are exempt from the air quality 
conformity requirement: 

SR21-2017: To include $5.3 million in state funding and $716,000 in Surface Transportation 
Block Grant funding for planning, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of the MD 4  
Potomac River Branch Bridge Replacement project in Frederick County; and $6.5 million in 
state funding and $15 million in STBG funding for planning, right-of-way acquisition, and 
construction of the MD 500 Urban Reconstruction project in Prince George’s County. 

SR22-2017: To include $8.25 million in Northern Virginia Transportation Authority “PayGo” 
funding for planning and engineering of the Soapstone Connector that will link Sunrise Valley 
Drive and Sunset Hills Drive over the Dulles Airport Access and Dulles Toll Roads in Reston. 

SR23-2017: To include $6.7 million in advanced construction funding for planning, 
environmental, and multimodal study of the I-395 Northern Extension Express Lanes Study in 
Arlington County, the City of Alexandria, and Fairfax County. 

 
The TPB Bylaws provide that the Steering Committee “shall have the full authority to approve non-
regionally significant items, and in such cases it shall advise the TPB of its action.” 
 
Attachments 

SR21-2017 

SR22-2017 

SR23-2017 
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TPB SR21-2017 
May 5, 2017 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 
777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2017-2022 TRANSPORTATION  
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP), THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY  

CONFORMITY REQUIREMENT, TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE MD 478 POTOMAC RIVER 
BRANCH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT AND MD 500 URBAN RECONSTRUCTION PROJECTS,  

AS REQUESTED BY THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDOT) 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under 
the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for developing and carrying 
out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 
Metropolitan Area; and 

WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 
regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2016 the TPB adopted the FY 2017-2022 TIP; and 

WHEREAS, in the attached letter of April 27, MDOT has requested that the FY 2017-2022 TIP be 
amended to include $5.335 million in state funding and $716,000 in Surface Transportation Block 
Grant (STBG) funding for planning/design, right-of-way acquisition and construction of the MD478 
Potomac River Branch Bridge Replacement project (TIP ID 6591) in Frederick County, and $6.521 
million in state funding and $14.956 million in STBG funding for planning/design, right-of-way 
acquisition and construction of the MD 500 Urban Reconstruction project (TIP ID 6590) in Prince 
George’s County, as described in the attached materials, and 

WHEREAS, these projects are exempt from the air quality conformity requirement, as defined in 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Transportation Conformity Regulations as of April 2012;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $5.335 million in state 
funding and $716,000 in STBG funding for planning/design, right-of-way acquisition and 
construction of the MD478 Potomac River Branch Bridge Replacement project (TIP ID 6591) in 
Frederick County, and $6.521 million in state funding and $14.956 million in STBG funding for 
planning/design, right-of-way acquisition and construction of the MD 500 Urban Reconstruction 
project (TIP ID 6590) in Prince George’s County, as described in the attached materials. 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on May 5, 2017. 
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      TPB SR22-2017 
May 5, 2017 

 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20002 

 
RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2017-2022 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP), THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY 
REQUIREMENT, TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE SOAPSTONE CONNECTOR PROJECT,  

AS REQUESTED BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under 
the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for developing and carrying 
out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 
Metropolitan Area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 
regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 
 
WHEREAS, on November 16, 2016 the TPB adopted the FY 2017-2022 TIP; and 
  
WHEREAS, in the attached letter of April 27, VDOT has requested that the FY 2017-2022 TIP be 
amended to include $8.25 million in FY 2017 using Northern Virginia Transportation Authority PayGo 
Bond (NVTA-PAYGO) funding for planning and engineering of the Soapstone Connector project in 
Fairfax County (TIP ID 6583), as described in the attached materials; and 
         
WHEREAS, this project was determined by TPB staff to be “not regionally significant” for the purposes 
of the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the 2016 CLRP Amendment and the FY 2017-2022 TIP;  
      
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $8.25 million in FY 2017 
using NVTA-PAYGO funding for planning and engineering of the Soapstone Connector project in 
Fairfax County (TIP ID 6583), as described in the attached materials. 
 
 
Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on May 5, 2017. 
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      TPB SR23-2017 
May 5, 2017 

 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20002 

 
RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2017-2022 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP), THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY 
REQUIREMENT, TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE I-395 NORTHERN EXTENSION EXPRESS LANES 

STUDY, AS REQUESTED BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under 
the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for developing and carrying 
out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 
Metropolitan Area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 
regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 
 
WHEREAS, on November 16, 2016 the TPB adopted the FY 2017-2022 TIP; and 
  
WHEREAS, in the attached letter of May 1, VDOT has requested that the FY 2017-2022 TIP be 
amended to include $6.7 million in FY 2017 using advanced construction funding for the I-395 
Northern Extension Express Lanes Study (TIP ID 6506), as described in the attached materials; and 
         
WHEREAS, funding for project studies are exempt from the air quality conformity requirement, as 
defined in the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Transportation Conformity Regulations as of 
April 2012;  
      
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $6.7 million in FY 2017 
using advanced construction funding for the I-395 Northern Extension Express Lanes Study (TIP ID 
6506), as described in the attached materials. 
 
 
Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on May 5, 2017. 
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM: Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Announcements and Updates 

DATE:  May 11, 2017 

The attached documents provide updates on activities that are not included as separate items on 
the TPB agenda. 
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Lyn Erickson, TPB Plan development and Coordination Program Director 

SUBJECT:  City of Laurel Joins Transportation Planning Board 

DATE:  May 11, 2017 

The City of Laurel in Maryland will be the newest member of the Transportation Planning Board 
(TPB). The City’s administrator communicated, via the attached letter, the City’s decision to become 
a member of the Council of Governments, the TPB and other policy committees at COG. COG 
welcomed the City of Laurel as a new member at its April 26th COG Board of Directors meeting.  

Laurel is a city in northern Prince George's County, Maryland, located between Washington, D.C., and 
Baltimore. Laurel’s 5.5 square miles is home to more than 25,000 residents and more than 1,000 
businesses. It is governed by a mayor and five city council members.  

The City of Laurel has been part of the TPB’s metropolitan planning area and as such the TPB’s 
metropolitan planning activities and products (such as the CLRP, TIP, Conformity reports) have 
included all its applicable transportation projects and programs. The City’s input to the planning 
process has been through the representatives of Prince George’s County and the state of Maryland 
(MDOT). With the decision to become a member of the Council of Governments as well as the TPB, 
the city will now be able to directly provide its input to the TPB process.   
 
The TPB Bylaws state that the TPB shall be composed of “One (1) elected member from each of the 
local governing bodies of the cities and counties in Maryland and Virginia participating in COG.” Now 
that the City of Laurel is a member of COG, please join me in welcoming them to the TPB.  
 
Addition of the City of Laurel to the Board will have no net affect the TPB’s budget. The City’s 
participation on the Board will mean an additional vote to the total number of voting members on the 
Board. It will also change the weight assigned to Prince George’s county’s vote when the Board uses 
the proportional voting process.   
 
The TPB Bylaws, which define the voting procedures, provide for any voting member to request that 
the vote on any matter brought before the TPB be decided based on a weighted vote with the 
weights assigned proportional to the member jurisdiction’s population. With Prince George’s County 
representing the City of Laurel until now, the City of Laurel’s population was factored into the Prince 
George’s weighted vote. Now that the City of Laurel represents itself on the Board, the weight 
assigned to Prince George’s vote will be appropriately revised.  
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May 4, 2017

(City of Laurel Government/Facebook)

COG welcomed the City of Laurel as a new member at the April COG Board of Directors meeting.
Laurel is a city in northern Prince George's County, Maryland, located between Washington, D.C.,
and Baltimore. Laurel’s 5.5 square miles is home to more than 25,000 residents and more than
1,000 businesses. It is governed by a mayor and ve city council members.

In this Q&A, Mayor Craig A. Moe shares his perspective of Laurel and explains why the city
decided to join COG.

Why did Laurel want to join COG, including short- and long-term goals? 
The city wanted to obtain a better understanding of regional issues a ecting Laurel and the
surrounding areas and to participate in coordinated e orts to address these issues. For the short
term, the city desires to coordinate our public safety e orts with the region and share the
resources available to enhance awareness and response to emergencies. The city’s goals for the
long term include continuing e orts relating to public safety improvements as well as e ectively
addressing economic development, environmental, regional planning, and transportation issues. 
 
What makes Laurel unique? 
Laurel shares borders with Montgomery, Howard, and Anne Arundel Counties. The proximity of
Laurel to these other jurisdictions makes us unique in that our community is very diverse with
an educated and trained workforce available to address all forms of employment in the
metropolitan Washington region. 

City of Laurel joins Council of Governments
as a new member
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Laurel is the site of many Prince George’s County

rsts, including the rst public library, rst public
high school, and rst national bank. Laurel can
also boast of Prince George’s County’s oldest
continuously operating volunteer re department. 
 
Laurel continues to grow, and its increasing
diversity has brought it a rich community of new
residents, and a variety of new businesses. 
 
What do you enjoy most about living and/or
working in Laurel? 
The ability for residents and business owners to
be heard by the elected o cials and have a close
working relationship with the decision makers to
help plan the city’s future. Laurel is very
responsive to the residents and business owners
and very much focused on all things a ecting the

quality of life. There are many opportunities for people to work in and around the city as well as
a more than adequate stock of housing and recreational amenities enabling residents to live,
work, and play in Laurel.  
 
If someone was to visit Laurel for the rst time, what would you recommend they do or
visit? 
There are numerous restaurants, shops, and attractions in the City of Laurel along with many
parks. The Riverfront Park provides more than a mile of scenic and serine pathways that follow
the picturesque Patuxent River. The Granville Gude Park and Lakehouse provide many
recreational activities and hosts the city’s annual Fourth of July Celebration, which features one
of the area’s best reworks displays. Laurel’s Historic Main Street hosts the Annual Main Street
Festival, an all-day event attended by thousands of area residents to enjoy arts and crafts, live
music, delicious foods, and outdoor fun along the mile-long avenue. 
 
MORE: City of Laurel website

Contact: Laura Ambrosio
Phone: (202) 962-3278
Email: lambrosio@mwcog.org

 Member Pro le
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April 18, 2017

Nicholas (Nick) Majett, Prince George’s County Chief Administrative O cer, has been a COG member since
May 2014, when he rst joined Prince George’s County...

Q&A: Prince George's County Chief Administrative O cer Nicholas Majett
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METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING IN THE WASHINGTON 
REGION

Roles and Responsibilities of the National Capital 
Region Transportation Planning Board

Lyn Erickson
Plan Development and Coordination Program Director

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee
May 9, 2017

2
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee

May 9, 2017

What is a Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO)?

What are the structures, functions, purposes and 
products of an MPO?

What is the Transportation Planning Board?

How does the TPB meet its federal 
requirements?

What else does the TPB offer?

Presentation Overview
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Transportation Planning Process

Transportation 
Planning

Regional 
Planning

Local 
Planning

State 
Planning

3
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Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee

May 9, 2017

A federally-mandated and federally-funded 
transportation policy-making organization 

Made up of representatives from local governments and 
governmental transportation authorities

Must follow the Federal Metropolitan Planning Process 
as regulated by the latest federal transportation 
authorization (FAST Act) 

What is a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO)?
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Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee

May 9, 2017

Serve as a representative group of local stakeholders of 
the region
Carry out the “3C Process” – “Continuing, cooperative, 
and comprehensive” consultation process
Lead the REGIONAL transportation planning process in 
cooperation with the state DOT(s) and transit operators
Develop plans and programs that consider all 
transportation modes and support metropolitan 
community and economic development
Work in conjunction with state air and transportation 
agencies to meet federal Clean Air Act standards 

Federal Requirements for MPOs

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee
May 9, 2017

Key MPO Products: Plans and Programs

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): The MPO budget. This 
lists all of the transportation studies and tasks to be 
performed by the MPO staff or a member agency during that 
fiscal year.

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): Each MPO 
develops a short 4-6 year program for project implementation.

Long-Range Metropolitan Transportation Plan: Each MPO 
develops a LRP which serves as the vision for the region and 
includes all of the transportation improvements where funding 
is reasonably expected to be available over the next 20 years. 
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Long-Range Plan and TIP

CLRP 
Minimum 20-year span

Current horizon is 2040

Funding must be “reasonably 
expected to be available”

Major update every four years, 
amended annually

TIP
Minimum 4-year span

FY 2017-2022, 6 years

Funding in first two years must 
be “available and committed”

Major update every two years, 
amended weekly/monthly

8
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee

May 9, 2017

Involve the public and establish a regional setting for fair 
and impartial decision making. 

Conduct planning studies and provide analysis to support 
local projects and priorities. 

In “non-attainment areas” (designated by EPA as not 
meeting air quality standards), MPOs are responsible for 
coordinating transportation and air quality planning, to 
make sure that projects and programs conform with the 
State’s Air Quality plan, known as the State Implementation 
Plan (SIP). 

Additional Functions of an MPO
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The MPO Process: A condition to receive 
federal funding and project approvals

All federally funded projects and other regionally 
significant transportation projects must be included in 
the CLRP and the TIP.

Financial constraint: The CLRP and TIP may only include 
projects that can be “reasonably anticipated” to be 
funded.

Emissions impacts: The CLRP and TIP must meet the 
limits established in the region’s air quality improvement 
plan. This is called a “conformity finding.”

9
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Federally designated Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the 
Washington region

3,000 square miles in area

Home to more than 5 million people 
and 3 million jobs

Members include:

State transportation agencies

22 local jurisdictions

State and DC legislatures

WMATA

Others

About the TPB and its Planning Area

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee
May 9, 2017 41
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Meets federal requirements as articulated in the 
FAST Act (Metropolitan Planning Process)

Provides a forum for regional coordination

Provides technical resources for decision-making

TPB Roles and Responsibilities

11

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee
May 9, 2017

TPB Project Authority: A Dose of Reality

Who develops projects?
Project development typically occurs at the state and local levels. The 
TPB usually does not select and fund projects.

Who controls the money?
D.C., Maryland and Virginia each controls its own funding stream. 
Each has its own system for moving projects forward. 

Influence of the TPB process is often indirect.
Regional policies and federal transportation planning requirements 
exert an influence on the types of projects that are developed and 
submitted by the states and locals to the TPB.
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TPB Policy Framework

Provide a Comprehensive Range of 
Transportation Options
Promote Dynamic Activity Centers 
Ensure System Maintenance, 
Preservation, and Safety
Maximize Operational Effectiveness 
and Safety
Protect and Enhance the Natural 
Environment
Support Interregional and 
International Travel and Commerce

Think Regionally, Act Locally: Consider regional 
needs when developing local projects and 
programs for funding and implementation. 

13

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee
May 9, 2017

TPB Long-Range Planning Approach

TOP-DOWN/BOTTOM-UP PROCESS

Transportation Planning Board
•Transportation Planning Goals
•Regional Transportation Priorities Plan
•Scenario Analysis
•CLRP Performance Analysis
•Congestion Management Reports

State/Local Governments 
•Land use, Economic, and 

Environmental Policies and Priorities
•Needs assessment
•Transportation Plans and Programs
•Capital Budget Priorities 
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Scenario planning

Long-Range Plan Task Force

Among other activities, the Task Force and staff are 
charged with identifying approximately 6-10 projects, 
policies, or programs that make significantly better 
progress towards achieving the goals laid out in the 
TPB and COG’s governing documents…for concerted 
TPB action in 2018 and beyond…and ultimately 
including them in future CLRP updates.

A Forum for Regional Coordination

15

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Transportation Committee
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Improving Transportation/Land Use Coordination
Regional Activity Centers
Transportation/Land-Use Connections (TLC) Program

Emergency Preparedness and Management & 
Operations

MATOC coordination center

Promoting Transportation Alternatives
Commuter Connections
Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs

Forum for Regional Coordination
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Travel monitoring

Travel forecasting

Changing federal landscape

Multimodal initiatives

Greater emphasis on performance

Technical Resources for Decision-
Making

Lyn Erickson
Plan Development and Coordination Program Director
(202) 962-3319
lerickson@mwcog.org mwcog.org/tpb

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Eric Randall, TPB Transportation Engineer 

SUBJECT:  TPB Annual Private Providers Forum on Public Transit - Highlights  

DATE:  May 11, 2017 

This memorandum provides highlights of the 2017 Annual Private Providers Forum on Public Transit 
held on May 9.  Convened under the auspices of the TPB’s Regional Public Transportation 
Subcommittee, the purpose of the annual forum is to bring together representatives from the private 
transportation sector and local jurisdictions to discuss mutual regional transportation interests.  Over 
40 persons attended, including representatives from local jurisdictions, public bus operators, and 
private providers of public transportation, including taxicab, paratransit, and bus companies.  

FORUM AGENDA ITEMS  
The agenda featured two keynote addresses, followed by a roundtable discussion among the 
attendees on regional projects and business opportunities.  

The first keynote address was given Robin Phillips, of the National Rural Transit Assistance Program 
(RTAP). She discussed innovation and coordination in local transit, including ways public private 
partnerships can enhance transportation in rural and small urban areas, and the connections to a 
national public transportation network of intercity buses and rail.     
 
The second keynote address was given by Prachi Vakharia, Director of Engagement at RideAmigos.  
She discussed the proliferation of new commuting options and the implications for local application.  
Ongoing projects in other cities in the nation were reviewed, focusing on mobility-on-demand projects 
and new business models among interfacing public and private providers. 
 
There were three briefings by TPB staff:  

Arianna Koudounas presented the findings of the TPB Intercity Bus Count Survey, the 
region’s first survey of intercity bus operations and ridership.  
Eric Randall reviewed new federal requirements for metropolitan planning, including intercity 
bus consultation and consideration of intercity bus and intermodal terminals. Preparations  
for the 2018 update of the region’s constrained long-range transportation plan were also 
discussed.   
Wendy Klancher briefed the attendees on the solicitation for the TPB's Enhanced Mobility 
Grant Solicitation under the revised Section 5310 grant program.   

 
The forum concluded with the roundtable discussion of transit plans and prospects. Each jurisdiction 
and transit operator in turn highlighted recent events and upcoming plans and projects for public 
transportation.  In particular, potential business opportunities for the private sector were discussed.  
 
All documents for the meeting are available on the MWCOG website, available at: 
https://www.mwcog.org/events/2017/5/9/annual-private-providers-forum-on-public-transit/ 
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Apr 25, 2017

Langley Park, MD – With warmer weather upon us and summer around the corner, Washington-
area o cials are calling on people who travel around the region to be extra alert for one another
on roadways. May is Bicycle Safety Month, and transportation o cials from the District of
Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia gathered in Langley Park today to remind commuters in cars,
on bikes and on foot to be cautious and follow all tra c laws. 
 
The event kicked o  the spring Street Smart public awareness and enforcement campaign. This
campaign will target areas with high crash rates in an e ort to focus the attention of travelers in
especially dangerous locations. In addition, police departments throughout the D.C. area will
support the campaign with increased enforcement of tra c safety laws in these “pedestrian
alert zones.”  
 
“Pedestrians and bicyclists are very vulnerable roadway users,” said Maryland Motor Vehicle
Administrator and Governor Larry Hogan’s Highway Safety Representative Christine E. Nizer.
“More people will be outside enjoying the warmer weather, and it’s critical to be aware of your
surroundings, whether you’re driving, biking, or walking. Safety on our roads is our top priority,
and we need everyone to look up and look out for one another.” 
 
Through May 14, regional law enforcement will step up e orts to identify and ticket drivers,

O cials call on area residents to obey tra c
laws, look out for one another as bike safety
month approaches
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pedestrians, and bicyclists who break safety laws, particularly in high-risk areas. Violations such
as failing to stop for people in crosswalks, not signaling, or jaywalking can result in nes up to
$500, and drivers may receive points on their driver record.  
 
According to preliminary data for 2016, 71 pedestrians and 10 bicyclists lost their lives,
accounting for 29 percent of the 279 total tra c fatalities in the Washington region. This is an
increase in the region overall, with some municipalities showing signi cant decreases and others
with increased fatalities over 2015. The Governors’ Highway Safety Association (GHSA) estimates
that the number of pedestrians killed nationally in 2016 increased by 11 percent compared with
2015. 
 
“O cers from throughout the area are committed to enforcing laws to protect pedestrians and
bicyclists,” said Chief Hank Stawinski of Prince George’s County Police Department. “We write
tickets to change behavior that we know results in injury and death. Stop for pedestrians in
crosswalks and always give bicyclists at least three feet of clearance. When crossing the street,
use the crosswalk, and wait for the walk signal. Together we can save lives.”  
 
The spring Street Smart campaign launch took place at the Takoma Langley Crossroads Transit
Center, a multi-modal transit hub for pedestrians, bicyclists, and bus riders. The Transit Center
opened in December and provides service to 12,000 passengers daily, and is planned to provide a
transfer point to the future Purple Line. 
 
“Our roads and streets are shared by a diverse group of travelers,” said Prince George’s County
Executive Rushern Baker. “Pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists are all moving quickly and focused
on their destinations. We all have to be more aware and consider the safety of others as we
move about our neighborhoods and communities.” 

Street Smart is a public awareness campaign for commuters in the Washington, D.C., suburban
Maryland, and Northern Virginia area dedicated to preventing deaths and injuries of people
walking and biking in those areas. The campaign o ers safety tips for all travelers and joins
media and law enforcement to encourage all drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians to stay alert and
follow safety laws when they travel throughout the region.  
 
To learn more about Street Smart, visit BeStreetSmart.net and follow us on
twitter.com/COGStreetSmart.

Contact: Je  Salzgeber
Phone: (512) 743-2659
Email: je s@sherrymatthews.com

 Bicycling , Commuting , Street Smart , Walking
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