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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Lyn Erickson, Plan Development and Coordination Program Director 

SUBJECT:  Summary of Comments Received and Proposed Responses on the Off-Cycle Amendment  

to the 2016 Financially Constrained Long-Range Transportation Plan (CLRP) and the Air 

Quality Conformity Analysis 

DATE:  October 18, 2017 

 

On September 14, 2017, the draft Off-Cycle Amendment to the 2016 Financially Constrained Long-

Range Transportation Plan (CLRP), the draft FY 2017-2022 Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP), and the draft Air Quality Conformity Analysis were released for a 30-day public comment and 

inter-agency review period. The board was briefed on the Off-Cycle CLRP Amendment, and the Air 

Quality Conformity Analysis at its September 20, 2017 meeting. The comment period closed on 

October 14, 2017. 

 

This memorandum provides a summary of the comments received and provides recommended 

responses for the board’s consideration. For comments received that referred to specific projects, 

TPB member agencies that are responsible for project implementation assisted in developing the 

responses. One comment was received on the four projects released for public comment prior to 

inclusion on the CLRP and nine comments were received on “other regional transportation issues.” 

 

Comments received on the Governor Harry Nice Bridge Replacement Project 

 

One comment was received on a project submitted for inclusion in the Off-Cycle Amendment to the 

CLRP. Commission President Peter Murphy submitted a letter (attached) on behalf of the Charles 

County Board of Commissioners expressing concern over changes to the design of the Governor 

Harry Nice Bridge replacement project. The letter stated that the originally proposed design included 

accommodations for bicyclists and pedestrians, and shoulders that could serve as vehicle breakdown 

lanes and that proposed changes to the design would eliminate these elements. The Board of 

Commissioners urges that the project should include both elements, or consider a repurposed use of 

the existing bridge as a bicycle and pedestrian facility once the replacement bridge is complete. 

 

Response 

 

This project was first submitted for inclusion in the CLRP in 2010. It was scheduled to be completed in 

2030, and it does not use any state or federal funding. It has since been updated to be completed in 2023 

using a design build approach. The original and updated description form states that the replacement 

project will “construct a new four-lane bridge north of the existing bridge, with a barrier-separated, two-way 

bicycle/pedestrian path on the south side of the bridge.”  

 

One of the goals of the TPB’s Vision is to encourage walking, bicycling, and the use of public transportation 

as safe, convenient, environmentally friendly, and economical modes of transportation that promote 

health and independence for all people.  In support of this goal the TPB has adopted a Complete Street 
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Policy for the region which declares that “a complete street safely and adequately accommodates 

motorized and non-motorized users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, freight vehicles, 

emergency vehicles, and transit riders of all ages and abilities, in a manner appropriate to the 

function and context of the facility”. The Complete Street Policy strongly encourages the TPB 

members to adopt policies “at the local, state, regional, or federal level that ensures the safe and 

adequate accommodation, in all phases of project planning, development, and operations, of all 

users of the transportation network, including pedestrians and transit riders of all ages and abilities, 

bicyclists, individuals with disabilities, motorists, freight vehicles, and emergency vehicles, in a 

manner appropriate to the function and context of the relevant facility.”  The TPB urges Maryland 

Department of Transportation to apply its Complete Street policy principles in the design and 

construction of the Harry Nice Bridge project. 

 

The Maryland Transportation Authority’s (MDTA) funding lies outside of the Maryland Transportation Trust 

Fund.  The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) has informed TPB staff that a final decision on 

the bicycle/pedestrian accommodations for the bridge replacement project has not been made yet; 

however, the MDTA board did vote to approve two foot shoulders in the final design. The final design 

decision, specifically related to the bicycle/pedestrian lane, rests with the MDTA Board. MDOT has advised 

MDTA of the current comments and suggests that further comments should be submitted to the MDTA 

Board and the Governor of Maryland.  

 

Comments received on other regional transportation issues 

 

Comments were received from nine individuals in opposition to the addition of any study of a 

northern Potomac River bridge crossing in the region’s Plan.  

 

Response 

 

A project of this nature has not been proposed for inclusion in the CLRP for construction or as a 

study by any agency and is not a subject of the Board’s action at this time. 








