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Interagency Sustainability 
Working Group

• Authority• Authority

• MissionMission

• Sustainable FederalSustainable Federal 
Requirements

• In Practice
Sandia National Lab
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Authority

C t bli h d th I t• Congress established the Interagency 
Energy Management Task Force (IATF) in 
th F d l E M tthe Federal Energy Management 
Improvement Act of 1988. 

• The Interagency Sustainability Working 
Group advises the IATFGroup advises the IATF.
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Pub. L. No. 100-615, 102 Stat. 3185 (1988); 42 U.S.C. § 8251.



The Congress Finds That

1) the Federal Government is the largest single energy 
consumer in the Nation; 

2) the cost of meeting the Federal Government’s energy 
requirement is substantial; 

3) th i ifi t t iti i th F d l3) there are significant opportunities in the Federal 
Government to conserve …energy through improved 
operations …new energy efficient technologies, and 

energy efficient design and construction;…energy efficient design and construction; 

4) Federal energy conservation measures can be 
financed at little or no cost to the Federal Government 
by using private investment capital made available 
through contracts authorized by subchapter VII of this 
chapter; and 
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The Congress Finds That

(5) an increase in energy efficiency by the Federal 
Government would benefit the Nation byGovernment would benefit the Nation by 
reducing the cost of government, reducing 
national dependence on foreign energy p g gy
resources, and demonstrating the benefits of 
greater energy efficiency to the Nation. 
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ISWG MISSION

Achieve a sustainable built environment for– Achieve a sustainable built environment for 
the Federal government

– Lead the marketplace by example 

H l F d l i hi d– Help Federal agencies achieve—and 
surpass—sustainable building laws, 

l ti ti d d li iregulations, executive orders and policies.

Federal Energy Management Program femp.energy.gov   6



MISSION: achieve and surpass 
sustainability requirements 

HOW?
• INSPIRING FORUM for interagency COLLABORATION

and exchange of information and ideas; 

• Develop RECOMMENDATIONS to achieve sustainable 
planning, design, construction, operations & maintenance, p g, g , , p ,
and deconstruction in the Federal sector; and 

D l d i t GUIDANCE d TOOLS t• Develop and improve access to GUIDANCE and TOOLS to 
facilitate the TRANSFORMATION of Federal buildings to  
sustainability. 
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Federal Sustainability Mandates

Each new directives builds and expand on

What are the Federal Sustainability Mandates?

EISA 2007
E.O. 13514
• Adds for the first 

time the

Each new directives builds and expand on 
previous requirements.

E.O. 13423*
• Set the first set of 

federal reduction 

• Sets the most 
stringent energy 
reduction 
targets for 
Federal 

time, the 
requirement for 
reporting and 
reducing 
Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Emissions, 

Guiding 
Principles 
(GPs) MOU
• Guidelines for

targets in energy, 
water, waste to 
promote 
sustainability 

• Incorporates 

Agencies
( )

EPAct 2005
• Sets 

baselines and 
standards for 
energy

• Guidelines for 
the construction 
of High-
Performance and 
Sustainable 
Buildings

requirement to 
make compliance 
with Guiding 
Principles 
mandatory for all 
Federal Agencies
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Statutory Requirements

FEMP Hierarchy
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Statutory Requirements

FEMP Hierarchy
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Guiding Principles for High 
Performance Sustainable Buildings

Guiding Principles

EISA 2007

New Constructions/Major 

New Construction/Major 
Renovation Existing Buildings

/ j
Renovations

Energy

By FY 2008  By FY 
2015

100% of 
Agencies

After FY 
2015

Water
All new 

buildings/major 
renovations are to 

comply with 100% of 
Guiding Principles

Agencies 
existing 

buildings must 
be assessed per 
the Guiding 
PrinciplesGuiding Principles 

where feasible
Principles

15% of ALL Agency building 
inventory (by square 

footage) shall comply 100% 

Agencies shall continue to pursue 
GP compliance for ALL of their 
existing buildings inventory, with 
the goal of 100% of buildings
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with the Guiding Principles*
the goal of 100% of buildings 

being in compliance



High Performance 
Sustainable Buildings MOU 

USE 
INTEGRATED

ENHANCE INDOOR
ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECT AND 
CONSERVE WATER

INTEGRATED 
DESIGN

ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY

REDUCE 
ENVIRONMENTAL

IMPACT OF 
MATERIALS

OPTIMIZE 
ENERGY 

PERFORMANCE MATERIALSPERFORMANCE
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Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership 
in High Performance and Sustainable Buildings



Guiding Principles cover most OMB scorecard 
categories, FEMP program areas

G h

Water 
ConservationPollution

Sustainable Buildings

Greenhouse 
Gases

ConservationPollution 
Prevention

Sustainable Buildings
•15% of building inventory to 
incorporate the MOU’s Guiding 
Principles by FY15Renewable Alternative Principles by FY15
•Show annual progress to 100% 
compliance for building inventory

Energy Fuels

Energy
Sustainable 

Procurement
Petroleum 
Reduction
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Energy 
Efficiency

Procurement Reduction



ACPAC Synergies

• Act as mechanism for facilitating a dialogue 
among diverse interest groupsamong diverse interest groups, 

• Advise on development of best practices
• Assist in reviewing the consequences of g q

policies and programs, 
• Initiate discussions of relevant issues; 

R t t di it i t t• Represent to diverse community interests 
and opinions; 

• Advise and make recommendations about• Advise and make recommendations about 
the design and execution of an outreach 
program 
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Sustainable Buildings Contact

Sarah Jensen
Sustainability Lead

DOE-FEMP
202-287-6033 office
202 499 0223 ll202-499-0223 cell

sarah.jensen@ee.doe.gov
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