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Equity Emphasis Areas (EEAs)
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Geographic areas in our region:

• With high concentration of 

traditionally underserved 

population groups.

• That have experienced 

inequities.

• Where equity considerations 

deserve to be empathized.
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Prohibit discrimination based on 
race, color, or national origin 
under any program or activity 

receiving Federal financial 
assistance 

Title VI: Civil 
Rights Act of 

1964

Recipients of federal funds must 
identify and avoid 

disproportionately high and 
adverse effects on minority and 

low-income populations

Environmental 
Justice 

(EO 12898)
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Why Low Income and Minority
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Low Income: 

A person is considered low-income if their household income is less than 

1 1/2 times the federal government’s threshold for poverty.

Minority Groups: 

African American - A person having origins in any of the Black racial 

groups of Africa.

Hispanic or Latino - A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, South or 

Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin regardless of race.

Asian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far 

East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent.
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Definitions: Low Income/Minority
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Concentration of low-income

population greater than 1.5 times 

the regional average.

High / very high concentration 

of two or more minority 

groups.*

Tract is an Equity 

Emphasis Area

Census Data by Tract 

Very high concentration of one or 

more minority groups* PLUS a 

concentration of low-income 

population between 1 and 1.5 times 

the regional average.

Criteria 1 Criteria 2

An index score is assigned 

based on the ratio of the 

tract’s concertation to the 

region’s concentration, 

which is used in EEA 

designations.  

* African American / Asian / 

Hispanic or Latino.
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Designating Census Tracts as EEAs
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Detailed information, reports, and 

the GIS tool:

mwcog.org/EquityEmphasisAreas
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EEA tool at your fingertips!
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2045 
Data

Impact of Visualize 2045

2019 
Data- =

Benefit

Burden

Benefit

Burden

EEAs Rest of the Region

Determine if the impact is 

disproportionately high and adverse on 

low-income and minority populations.
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Application of EEAs: Transportation Plan
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Determination:

• Planned projects of Visualize 2045 would not have a disproportionate 

and adverse impact on low-income and minority populations. 

✓ Seven measures: Similar Benefits for EEAs and the Rest of the Region

✓ One measure: Disproportionate Benefits for EEAs

• Two measures: Similar Burdens for EEAs and the Rest of the Region

Improvement Opportunities:

• Close the gap in difference in magnitude of benefit / dis-benefit between 

EEAs & Non-EEAs

Agenda Item # 9: COG Board of Directors

June 9, 2021

Transportation Plan: Summary Findings
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Limitations: 

• Impacts of all EEAs combined, not individual EEAs

• Combined impact of all projects and policies–not individual project / 

policy 

• Current location of EEAs remain unchanged in 2045

• Other factors not considered include: 

• Safety and comfort

• Reliability

• Availability of information and ease of use

• Language barriers 
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Transportation Plan: Summary Findings
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How do EEAs compare to the rest of the region when it comes 

to roadway fatalities and serious injuries?
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Application of EEAs: Roadway Safety
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• Contain 29 percent of the region’s population yet they account for 34 

percent of the region’s fatalities.

• Contain 42 percent of the Urban Core’s population yet they account for 

59 percent of the Urban Core’s fatalities.

• Contain 16 percent of the Outer Suburb’s population yet they account 

for 20 percent of the Outer Suburb’s serious injuries.

• Have higher percentages of fatalities involving young drivers, 

pedestrians, crashes at intersections, and crashes on major arterials.
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EEA Roadway Safety: Summary Findings
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In July 2020, the COG Board of Directors approved a resolution declaring 

equity a fundamental value.

The Board affirms that our work together as the Metropolitan 

Washington Council of Governments will be anti-racist and will 

advance equity; and

The Board affirms that Equity will be woven into COG’s Region 

Forward Vision to ensure a more prosperous, accessible, livable, 

sustainable, and equitable future for all area residents and 

throughout COG’s analyses, operations, procurement, programs, and 

priorities.

Equity: A Fundamental COG Value



13

• How can we use findings of 

such geographically focused 

equity analysis to inform 

decision making? 

• Sample topics like social 

determinants of health, fair 

housing, and tree canopy. 

Learn more about COG’s equity 

work: mwcog.org/equity
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Other Applications 
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