Bioretention Workshop—

Training Program for Bioretention Design, Construction, and Landscaping

Workshop Description

This informative training workshop is designed for individuals who are involved with or interested in the design, construction, or maintenance of bioretention areas and is being offered in conjunction with the Putting the LID on Stormwater Management Conference (LID conference) sponsored by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (September 21-23, 2004; College Park, MD).  

Bioretention is a relatively new, structural best management practice that originated in Prince George's County, MD.  This soil- and plant-based technology has the potential to enhance the quality of downstream water bodies by reducing the levels of nutrients and pollutants, such as oil and grease, from stormwater.  By temporarily storing runoff and slowly releasing treated water, bioretention also provides some control of the volume of stormwater runoff.  In addition to providing stormwater management, bioretention facilities create shade and wind breaks, serve as animal habitats, absorb noise, and improve an area's landscape.  As a result, bioretention is a key component of low-impact development programs in a growing number of urban and suburban areas throughout the U.S.  However, the benefits associated with bioretention can be realized only if bioretention systems are appropriately designed, constructed, and maintained.

Through this workshop, planners/developers, contractors, landscapers and other individuals interested in stormwater management, land development, and/or environmental issues will learn both the fundamental principles underlying bioretention and the practical information needed to apply this information in the development and maintenance of functional and effective bioretention treatment systems.  The workshop has a flexible design that allows participants to focus on bioretention design, construction, or landscaping/maintenance.  All workshop participants will attend sessions on basic bioretention hydrology and treatment processes and bioretention applications and case studies, as well as a bioretention design/planning exercise.  Each participant will also choose between tracks that focus on topics related to:  (1) bioretention design (economics and other incentives, siting and integrating bioretention areas, sizing and hydraulic analysis, component design, and permitting); (2) bioretention construction (materials, grading, sediment and erosion control, soil excavation and compaction, and inspections); or (3) bioretention landscaping (materials, plant selection, plant layout, site integration and ecological considerations, and maintenance).  One continuing education unit (CEU) will be awarded to participants who attend the sessions described above, participate in at least one bioretention site tour offered through the LID conference, and attend at least one LID conference session from approved lists (below).  

Instruction will be led by experienced and recognized leaders in the area of bioretention from the Prince George's County (MD) Department of Environmental Resources and the University of Maryland, College Park.  The training workshop is sponsored by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Maryland Cooperative Extension, Prince George's County Department of Environmental Resources, and Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments.

Who Should Attend

· Professionals working in areas related to:

-Land development

-Water quality management

-Transportation

-Construction

· Community planners and engineers

· Landscape architects

· Regulatory personnel

Workshop Schedule

Workshop begins with registration and check in from 8:00 to 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, September 21 and will conclude by 3 p.m. on Thursday, September, 23, 2004.

· All course participants will participate in the following sessions:

	Session Name
	Time
	LID Conference 

Session Number

	Bioretention Hydrology and Treatment Processes
	Tuesday, Sept. 21, 

3:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
	11

	Bioretention Applications
	Wednesday, Sept. 22, 

8:15 – 10 a.m.
	17

	Concurrent tracks (choose one)

Design Issues (Track A), Construction Issues (Track B), or Landscaping Issues (Track C)
	Wednesday, Sept. 22, 

3:15 – 5 p.m.
	35

	Design/Planning Exercise
	Thursday, Sept. 23, 

1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
	41*

After close of conference


· In addition, each workshop participant will attend:

· one bioretention site tour offered through the LID conference

· one LID conference session from one of the following lists

	Track A

(Bioretention Design)
	Track B

(Bioretention Construction)
	Track C

(Bioretention Landscaping)

	Session 8, 19, 21, or 25
	Session 21 or 40
	Session 19, 21, or 40


Continuing Education Units

This training workshop is worth 1.0 CEU.  Workshop participants who complete the entire workshop program will be eligible to receive a CEU certificate.

Enrollment Limitations

Enrollment will be limited to the first 100 individuals who register.  

Registration Information

Tuition for the training workshop is free.  However, we do request that you register for the workshop.  Registration for the LID conference DOES NOT automatically register you for the training workshop.

